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This application is refused for the reasons indicated 



below. The applicant may submit a written argument if necessary, 
within 60 days from the mailing date of this notification. 



1. The claimed invention of this application, indicated below, 
is an invention that could easily have been made, prior to the 
filing of the application, by a person with ordinary skill in 
the art to which the invention pertains , on the basis of an invention 
that was described in the following distributed publications or 
made available to public through electric telecommunication lines 
in Japan or elsewhere; and thus, in accordance with the provision 
prescribed in Patent Law Section 29(2), may not be patented. 

2. Claim(s) of this application fails to comply with the 
requirement prescribed in Patent Law Section 36(6) (ii), with 
respect to the points indicated below. 
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(Cited references are listed in the section 



"LIST OF CITED REFERENCES") 
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•Reason 1 
•Claims 1 to 9 
•Cited reference 1 
•Comments 

Cited reference 1 discloses that the compound of the 
formula (I), which is similar to the compound of the present 
invention in chemical structure, has an anti- inflammatory action 
and a bronchodilator action (see Claim 1, Examples, and Test 
Examples ) . 

When comparing the compound specified in claim 1 of this 
application with the compound of the above-mentioned formula (I) 
of the cited reference, these compounds are different from each 
other in the following respect: the former compound has a group 
represented by (CH 2 ) m -A on 3-position of the 
pyrazolonaphthyridine skeleton; whereas in the latter compound, 
there is no description about a group represented by (CH2)m _ A 
as R 2 on the same position. Therefore, this respect is examined. 

First, a skilled person who came in contact with Cited 
reference 1 would understand that the compound of the formula 
(I) has an anti -inflammatory action and a bronchodilator action 
independent of the group R 2 on the basis of Examples and test 
examples described in the reference. 

Secondly, a skilled person engaged in search and studies 
ordinarily conducts replacement of a group of a known compound 
having a pharmacological action by a variety of groups to provide 
new pharmaceutical compounds. Moreover, when a compound having 
an anti- inflammatory action or a bronchodilator action was 
examined, the group represented by (CH 2 ) m -A as a substituent was 
well known in the art prior to the priority date of this application 
(in brief, see Cited reference 2: Claim 1, [0001], and Examples 
39 and 140, Cited reference 3: Claim 1, [0034], and Examples 7, 
15 to 17, Cited reference 4: Claim 1, page 48, lines 8 to 21, 
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and Examples, Cited reference 5: Claims 1 and 11, and Compounds 
22 and 23, Cited reference 6: Claims 1,3, and 21, and Examples, 
and Cited reference 7: Claims 1 and 11, and Examples 21 to 22, 
64 to 68, 79 to 80, and 84). 

Therefore, for the purpose of providing a new compound 
having an ant i- inflammatory action and a bronchodilator action, 
a person with ordinary skill in the art could easily be motivated 
to substitute a variety of groups for the group R 2 of the compound 
of the formula (I) described in Cited reference 1 and to use the 
group represented by (CH2)m" A as an embodiment thereof. 

[2] 

•Reason 2 
•Claim 7 

Although Claim 7 discloses "diseases directly or 
indirectly related to phosphodiesterase IV" , it is unclear what 
diseases the phrase specifically means. 
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C07D471/14 
DB name CAPLUS, REGISTRY (regarding the 
above, STN) 

This record of search for prior art references does not 
constitute reasons for refusal. 

Please contact the examiner at the following telephone 
number or fax number when you would like to inquire or to have 
an interview concerning the content of this notification of ground 
for rejection. 

Third Patent Examination Department, 
Medical Treatment (Pharmaceutical Compound) 
Examiner Toshio SUZUKI 

TEL. 03(3581)1101 extension 3490 
FAX. 03(3581)1342 
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